PART iv: 1764-70
'He refused to go out of a room before me at Mr Lang-
ton's house, saying, he hoped he knew his rank better than to
presume to take place of a Doctor in Divinity. I mention such
little anecdotes, merely to shew the peculiar turn and habit
of his mind.
'He used frequently to observe, that there was more to be
endured than enjoyed, in the general condition of human
life. For his part, he said, he never passed that week in his life
which he would wish to repeat, were an angel to make the
proposal to him.
'He was of opinion, that the English nation cultivated
both their soil and their reason better than any other people :
but admitted that the French, though not the highest, per-
haps, in any department of literature, yet in every depart-
ment were very high.
'Speaking of a dull tiresome fellow, whom he chanced to
meet, he said, "That fellow seems to me to possess but one
idea, and that is a wrong one."
'Much enquiry having been made concerning a gentleman,
who had quitted a company where Johnson was, and no in-
formation being obtained; at last Johnson observed, that
"he did not care to speak ill of any man behind his back,
but he believed the gentleman was an attorney."
'A gentleman who had been very unhappy in marriage,
married immediately after his wife died: Johnson said, it
was the triumph of hope over experience.
'He observed, that a man of sense and education should
meet a suitable companion in a wife. It was a miserable thing
when the conversation could only be such as, whether the
mutton should be boiled or roasted, and probably a dispute
about that.
'He did not approve of late marriages, observing, that
more was lost in point of time, than compensated for by any
possible advantages. Even ill assorted marriages were pre-
ferable to cheerless celibacy.
'He observed, "it was a most mortifying reflexion for any
man to consider, what he had done, compared with what he
might have done."
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